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ing Secretary of the Biological Society of Washington from 1901 to 1904 and Cor- 
responding Secretary from 1905 to 1909. 

When the American Society of Mammalogists was formed, he served as Vice- 
President from 1919-23 and as President from 1924-26. He also served for long 
periods on the Bibliography, Conservation, and Nomenclature Committees. He 
was a Trustee of the Chicago Zoological Society since 1933. The American Orni- 
thologists Union elected him as Associate in 1893, a Member in 1901, and a Fellow 
in 1905. In other groups he was a Member of the British Ornithologists Union; 
Corresponding Member, London Zoological Society; Member, Division of Zo- 
ology, National Research Council; Geographic Society; Boone and Crockett Club; 
Explorers Club; and University Club of Chicago. He remained a bachelor and 
during his years in Chicago lived at the Quadrangle Club of the University of 
Chicago He served one term as President of the Club. 

During the twenty-five years that it was my great good fortune to be associated 
with and trained by Dr. Osgood, it was his character of carefulness and thorough- 
ness that was perhaps the most impressive. This may have been inherited from 
New England ancestors or it may have been acquired on his early hazardous expe- 
ditions to Alaska where he had a number of very narrow escapes. He did not 
seek adventure as such and repeatedly stated that expeditions were hard work 
and not adventures. A motto he gave me and which he must have followed was, 
"Be sure you are right and then look again." 

In his research and writing he was particularly careful, and at times, it might 
be said, even over-cautious. Because of this, others sometimes got ahead of him, 
but his record of accuracy has proven this trait a good one. 

Dr. Osgood in the Museum and in the field was two different people and no one 
knew him until they had seen both of these sides. Administrative duties and a 
press of work were more apt to bring on an attack of the stomach trouble that so 
long plagued him and which made him seem preoccupied. He greatly enjoyed 
field work and on an expedition he was always in better health, almost carefree 
and much happier. This, however, was only a change in the outward man. The 
inner man never changed, and in the Museum or in the field Dr. Osgood was al- 
ways helpful, generous, and considerate. When first with him in the Museum he 
sent me with a request to one of the workmen in the building and said, "Don't tell 
him, ask him." 

In the field he was an excellent trapper and often got a larger catch with 
twenty-five traps than others who set out one hundred. This was because he 
never set a trap unless he was sure it was in a used runway or near food that would 
attract rodents. Although an enthusiastic collector he was still soft-hearted 
toward some of the mammals he had to collect. On my first trip with him to 
Chile, we had a young live pudu that sickened and had to be put out of the way. 
He wanted the animal, but hated to kill it. The collector of course won, but he 
said bitterly as he was sharpening the knife, "In this game, Sanborn, you could 
kill your own brother if you needed him for a specimen." 

Those working under Dr. Osgood's direction were supervised, but never real- 
ized until later the unobtrusive direction they had had from him. I shall always 
be indebted to him for the years of patient help and guidance he gave me. 
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His friends were not all in the museum field. He had the friendship and re- 
spect of men of equal caliber of the University of Chicago with whom he lived at 
the Quadrangle Club. At the Memorial Service held for Dr. Osgood at Bond 
Chapel, University of Chicago, Professor Frank H. O'Hara of the English De- 
partment said, "... .We remember the individual who enriched us by being with 
us. By being a part of the university community for over thirty years. By lis- 
tening, and talking, and living tolerantly-and at the same time affirmatively. 
By being his own big-statured self. Someone once said that the greatest truths 
are the simplest, and so are the greatest men. We lived with one of these simple 
great. And knew that he was great. And that he had no need of the tag of 
titles. And I suppose that most of you who are here today have for a long while 
called him simply "Oz"-And will always think of him as "Oz"-With respect- 
With affection-And with great good cheer." 

At the same Service, Mr. Tappan Gregory, an old Chicago friend of Dr. Os- 
good's and known to mammalogists for his excellent flash-light photos, said of 
him, ". . .His interests were comprehensive and keen, and he was ever alert for 
opportunity to serve. For one of his fine intellect and positive opinion, he had 
extremely broad-minded perspective and was sensitive to the views of others, al- 
ways ready to modify his own judgments when persuaded of error. On any 
matter of public concern or private interest, his arguments were constructive, his 
approach fair, his conclusions just. He commanded universal respect and ad- 
miration for what he did, affection for what he was-generous in his appraisal of 
others, modest for himself, companionable, of a lively sense of humor and unfail- 
ing dignity and grace, courageous, and patient beyond belief. We shall miss him, 
but let us not mourn too grievously that he has preceded us by a few sure steps 
along the inevitable trail. Let us rather rejoice in the happiness he brought us 
and keep fresh the memories of glad days together. 

'E'en as he trod that day to God 
So walked he from his birth 
In simpleness and gentleness 
And honor and clean mirth.'" 

After a short illness, while in Billings Memorial Hospital for a general check-up 
and rest, the end came suddenly at 3:00 P. M. on June 20, 1947. We use the term 
"the end" in regard to the physical, but for a man like Wilfred Hudson Osgood, 
there can never be an end. 
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