Resolutions Committee

Committee Membership: B.J. Bergstrom, J.L. Malaney, S. G. Mech, S. R. Sheffield (Chair), J.
A. Yunger.

Mission:

The Resolutions Committee of the American Society of Mammalogists (ASM) was established
in 1956 to provide a mechanism for the Society to share relevant science and express views on

issues that involve mammals. The Resolutions Committee also writes the Host Resolution for

the Annual Meeting of the ASM.

Functioning:

As part of the Resolution Committee’s Mission, proposals are first reviewed internally by
Committee members, then revised as needed in consultation with the proposer. Resolutions
deemed appropriate and ready for further consideration are vetted with the President. Upon
approval, resolutions will be circulated to the ASM membership. Resolutions represent objective
assessments of facts as they pertain to issues of relevance to mammals and mammalogy, and
that they adhere to the highest scientific and ethical standards. Consequently, resolutions
frequently require multiple drafts, supporting literature, and input from the Society; as a result,
they generally are not an action that can be accomplished rapidly.

Information Items:

The Committee’s policies and procedures were updated this spring. The most important change
made was that the committee’s requirement of sending resolutions out to the entire membership
two weeks prior to the annual meeting was amended to require the committee to send
resolutions out to the other committee(s) involved in the action (which already was being done),
as well as to the ASM President, who will distribute to the ASM Board of Directors, two weeks
prior to the annual meeting.

Action Items:
(1) Resolution on the need for wildlife trade data to aid wild mammal populations and protect
against diseases/pandemics

Background: During a time widely recognized by scientists as a 6! mass extinction event, one
specific type of hunting, trophy hunting, poses a particularly insidious and cruel threat to large
mammalian populations worldwide. In addition, we are in the midst of a pandemic of likely
zoonotic origin. The US Fish and Wildlife Service’s LEMIS database is used by scientists to
identify species being threatened with extinction due to exploitation, monitor disease spread and
wildlife trade to aid in research on pathogen emergence, study illegal trade and identify
trafficking patterns and networks, and study and reduce demand for mammals in the US market,
among other uses. Thus, having access to this database is critical for scientists and others.
Unfortunately, USFWS has been seriously limiting access to this database since 2014 due to
their continued use of an illegitimate exemption of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).



During this time, it was revealed that >700,000 wildlife “trophies” from numerous mammals
globally entered the US, but no one had access to this data until Spring 2022.

Intent: request that USFWS put an end to use of an illegitimate exemption (Exemption 4) in
FOIA requests, and that all LEMIS data be released to the public at least quarterly (if not each
month) through an online portal.

Intended Recipients: US Fish and Wildlife Service (Director Martha Williams, Chief/Asst
Director, Office of Law Enforcement), and Department of the Interior (Secretary Deb Haaland,
Asst Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Shannon Estenoz).

Discussion on this planned resolution begun with the Conservation Committee, and continued
with both Conservation and Marine Mammals Committees.

(2) Resolution on Predator Control Mismanagement in Alaska

Background: For decades now, the state of Alaska (ADF&G) has failed to follow best available
science on predator-prey dynamics and thus has mismanaged large mammalian predator
populations through substantial reductions in their populations with the hope that more
ungulates (moose, caribou, deer) would be available for harvest by Alaskans. This so-called
“Intensive Management” program has now been pushed onto federal (National Park Service)
lands in Alaska. The National Academy of Sciences (National Research Council) conducted a
scientific review of Alaska’s predator control practices, which was published in 1997 (Wolves,
bears, and their prey in Alaska: biological and social challenges in wildlife management). This
review was critical of Alaska’s design of predator population reduction de facto “experiments”,
and the state of Alaska has largely ignored the recommendations made in this report.

Intent: request that the ADF&G finally abandon, their predator control policies which are not
supported by best available science, and that these unscientific policies not be applied to federal
public lands in Alaska.

Intended Recipients: Alaska Dept of Fish & Game Commissioner Douglas Vincent-Lang;
Director, Division of Wildlife Conservation Edwards Grasser; Department of the Interior
Secretary Deb Haaland; National Park Service Director Charles F. “Chuck” Sams III; US Fish
and Wildlife Service Director Martha Williams.

Discussion on this planned resolution began with the Conservation Committee and continues
with the Conservation Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Sheffield, Chair
(srsheffield@comcast.net)




