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Your manuscript should conform to the guidelines below, which roughly follow 
those for submissions to the Journal of Mammalogy: 

 
Manuscripts should be single-authored (as your thesis will be), in English and include 
the following sections, in this order:  Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, 
Results, Discussion, Acknowledgments, Literature Cited, Figure Legends, tables (1 per 
page), figures (1 per page).  Do not include any appendices.   
 
Manuscripts must not exceed 12 pages of text, not including Literature Cited, Figure 
Legends, tables, and figures.  Because there should be 2-3 pages of supporting text for 
each figure or table, the entire manuscript should be <25 pages in length.  Do not 
present the same results in both figures and tables.   
 
Use Times or Arial (or similar) 12-point font, with 2.5-cm margins on all sides.  All text, 
including Literature Cited and Figure Legends, should be double-spaced (3 lines/2.5 
cm).  Number all text pages. 
 
At the top of page 1, type the title, followed by the author’s full name, address, 
telephone number, and email address.  Skip 2 lines and begin the Abstract, which 
should be ≤5% of the length of text (175 words for a 3500-word manuscript).  A list of 
≤10 alphabetized key words should follow the Abstract.  Begin the Introduction on the 
next page.  In general, 2 levels of organization are used: primary headings (centered 
and in uppercase) and secondary headings (indented at beginning of paragraph, 
italicized, and followed by period and dash).   
 
In Materials and Methods, include a statement indicating whether research on live 
animals was performed in a humane manner, followed ASM guidelines, and was 
approved by an institutional animal care and use committee.  GenBank accession 
numbers for all DNA sequences should also be included. 
 
Scientific names (genus and species) of all organisms other than domesticated animals 
should be given (in italics) with the common name at first use, in both Abstract and body 
of paper.  Except as indicated above, all parts of the manuscript, including Literature 
Cited, should follow style and format of papers in the Journal of Mammalogy (v. 81 or 
later).  However, in the Literature Cited, put authors' names in upper and lower case 
letters (not all capitals).  The Journal standard for style is the CBE style manual 
(Scientific Style and Format--The CBE Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers. 6th 
ed. Council of Biology Editors, Cambridge University Press.) 
 
For all of other style issues, refer to the Instructions to Authors for manuscript 
submissions to the Journal (http://www.asmjournals.org/perlserv/?request=for-
authors&type=instructions-JM).  Save your manuscript as a Word or pdf file. 
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